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I was all prepared to trot out the familiar, age-old 

admonishments about voting – like voter 

suppression; or voter intimidation; or how we 

must revere the many forward-thinking people, 

focused on humanity, who fought through literal 

blood, sweat, tears, police beatings, hangings, 

bombings, vicious dog attacks and water hosing to 

promote legislation, like the Voting Rights Act of 

1965, that has only insured the right to vote for 

Black people since I’ve been alive; or how 

gerrymandering is for suckers; or the litany of 

other foils used by our enemies to stifle 

marginalized people’s voices in this nation. I, too, 
sing America! 

But God’s whisper pointed me elsewhere. He 

reminded me what’s at the crux of this issue:  

Voter education, or the lack thereof. He reminded 

me at 12:45 am one morning that we, grown folks, 

haven’t done our best job educating young people. 

We haven’t shared with them stories of the Civil 

Rights Movement in language that would both 

teach and inspire, and then propel them into 

action. We’ve considered ‘teaching’ to be a 

burden for which teachers are solely responsible, 

forgetting that parents are first teachers and 

therefore our children’s most trusted advisors and 

advocates. It is our responsibility as parents to 

model adulting for our children — consider that 

the first 10 years of childhood are foundational; 

the next 7-10 years are the grooming period in 

preparation for adulthood. Somewhere in there, 

we need to be reinforcing what it means to be a 

citizen of this country. We shouldn’t have to reach 

back in history each time to punctuate the 

importance of citizenship.  

Voting is a core tenet of being an adult US citizen. 

This machine considered a ‘representative 

democracy’ will grind to a halt and become 

something more wicked if we stop caring to make 

our voices heard. Ours is a participatory form of 

government; if we fail to participate, and instead 

relish the false comfort of habitual apathy, 

someone else will do the heavy lifting for us and 

we won’t necessarily like the outcome.  

Theirs will be a self-serving 

interest, not one of preserving the greater good. All of 

US, marginalized or not, ARE America! 

We have every right to be here and be heard. 

So, register to vote, if you haven’t. Endeavor to model 

citizenship for your children each and 

every time you have the opportunity. Show your 

young children how you vote – reveal the 

method and remove the mystery. Help your voting age 

children understand that voting, like driving a car or 

keeping a job/running a business, is an essential part 

of adult American life. Voting is power and gives us 

agency to choose who we want crafting laws that 
govern the way we live including how the public and 

private sectors are regulated and primed to produce 

quality goods and services, provide available jobs and 

set fair wages; how our roadways are maintained for 

and used by everyone (no, Junior, you don’t own the 

road, now move over and slow down!); how our taxes 

are used to ensure quality, public education; the 

quality and safety of our food and water supplies; the 

access and affordability of insurance, healthcare and 

housing; what policies govern law enforcement; which 

judges should sit on the bench; etc. 

If voting hasn’t been a habit for you or your family, 

there’s no time like the present to start!  

Let your voice be heard. You have a right to be here. 

This handy voter guide, linked below, available on our 

website (centraldelawarenaacp.org) and on the next 

page, is courtesy of Central DE NAACP:  

Your Voice Matters!!!
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http://centraldelawarenaacp.org/
https://c5c01ea9-bcbb-4581-88d4-1ba1d4182f0f.filesusr.com/ugd/279035_e630e031448444178e4666ca1df65db9.pdf



